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Findings of the MFS Soil 
Carbon Project …. 

In 2012 the MFS group were 

successful in their bid to receive 

funding from the Australian 

Government Action on the Ground 

program to examine any impacts 

of land management on soil 

carbon accumulation in the 

Monaro region.  

 

The soil carbon project has run for 

three years, included 19 trial sites 

on 7 participating properties. 

Eight different land-use systems 

were identified by MFS members.  

 

The practices of interest included 

liming, nutrient management, 

introduced perennial pastures and 

minimum disturbance cropping. 

 

In addition the project looked at 

increasing biomass production 

within the context of reducing 

DSE emissions intensity and any 

offsets required for increases in 

stocking rates associated with 

production gains. 

 

 

 

Key Soil Carbon messages for 

the Monaro 

 

1. Seasonal conditions and soil 

type have a greater effect on 

carbon than management. 

 

2. Parent material has an effect 

on fertility and biomass 

production and on clay content 

which can influence the 

amount of C stored in soils. 

 

3. Providing necessary nutrient 

and pH for optimum pasture 

production will potentially 

increase soil carbon. 

 

 
 

 

 

 Some home truths  about Soil 
Carbon on the Monaro 
 

 Inside the Board Room 

 What’s been going on 

 MFS Project Updates 

 What’s coming up 

 Member Survey  

 

4. In favorable seasons, cropping 

may maintain or increase soil C  

stocks relative to perennial 

pastures. 

 

5. Opportunities may exist for 

Monaro landholders to diversity 

their enterprises when the 

conditions are right without 

depleting their soil carbon. 
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6. A rapid increase of soil carbon 

can easily be followed by a 

rapid decrease. 

 

7. No substantial difference was 

found in Soil C between 

aspects in the same paddock. 

 

8. If pH is limiting plant production 

then applying lime may 

increase soil carbon over the 

long term.  

 

 
 

9. Increasing biomass production 

by addressing soil nutrient 

requirements may increase 

SOC stocks. 

 Increasing S to critical 

levels increased carbon 

but P had no effect; 

 N increased carbon. 

 

10. Newly established pasture 

can increase soil carbon 

rapidly in the first 5 -10years. 

After this the rate of carbon 

build up slows, with steady 

increases in C concentration 

continuing for up to 30 years. 

 

11. Although, not reflected in 

these small scale trial results a 

perennial pasture system is 

still understood to be the best 

agricultural system for building 

soil carbon. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The MFS Board had their annual 

face to face meeting in Merimbula 

on May the 8th.   

 

Angus Hobson, delivered a 

strategic view for MFS into the 

future with collaboration from 

Jono Forrest and Mike Stephens.   

 

The result is a range of options for 

service delivery to members to 

ensure MFS stays relevant, 

foccused and competitive in an 

increasingly uncertain operating 

environment.   

The topic of who MFS should be 

targeting was again debated due 

to the constant challenge of 

widening scope to attract more 

members to continue to attract 

funding while still providing “value 

for money” and relevant 

information to our core members.  

Going forward, there was a 

general agreement that MFS 

should continue to deliver to 

anyone who wants to improve 

their business profitability and 

sustainability. 

The importance of capturing 

group demographics and member 

feedback was highlighted leading 

to the development of a MFS 

Member Survey soon to be sent 

out. 

 

At this September AGM Oliver 

Cay will be stepping down as the 

Chair of MFS.  Although not yet 

official Richard Taylor has 

accepted the position as Chair of 

MFS for the next three years and 

will be appointed at the 2015 

AGM. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  IN THE BOARD ROOM 
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Summary Result Table – MFS Soil Carbon Project – Soil C at all sites 

Soil carbon changes from 2012 -2014 at two depths. (Mg C/ha) 
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Thankyou to AWI for their $1000 

contribution to the MFS 

traineeship program.  This money 

has allowed Kelsey (MFS trainee) 

to attend the shearing school in 

May at Coolringdon. 

 

Kelseys comments… 

At the shearing school we learnt how 
to set up a handpiece properly, 
shear/crutch sheep, wool handling 
skills such as; sweeping the board,  
identifying and sorting different wool 
picking up and throwing fleeces, 
skirting and rolling fleeces on the 
table. We also got to learn how to 
operate the wool press and how to 
write on the wool packs etc.  
I learnt so many new skills during the 
week at Coolringdon shearing school 
and I hope that with these skills I will 
be able to find work in the wool 
industry in the future. 
 

 
 

Thankyou also to RB Sellars 

who once again have donated 

work clothing to Kelsey for the 

year.  This inclued two workshirts, 

a work jumper and a pair of jeans. 

 

 
 

 

Lambpro has agreed to support 

MFS again as a bronze sponsor.   

 

We thank Tom and Phobe Bull for 

coming back on board and look 

forward to their contribution. 

 

 

 

MFS, on behalf of all the 

woolgrowers participating in the 

2015 Wether Trial, recently 

donated $4,000 to the local 

charity Monaro Early Intervention 

Service (MEIS).  This money was 

part of the proceeds from the 

even-up shearing in May 2015. 

 

 
Rhonda Howie, director MEIS 

accepts the cheque from Oli Cay and 

Nancy Spoljaric (MFS) 

 

 
Gordon and Kate Litchfield, our main 

sponsor for the wether trial 

 

 

MFS has recently submitted two 

“expressions of intrest” for 

funding through Local Land 

Services (LLS) Community 

Industry and Landscapes fund 

program for the next three 

years.  One proposal  

will request funding ($50,000 each 

year for three years) to continue 

and grow projects such as the soil 

club, seasonal forecasts 

incorporating soil moisture probes 

and benchmarking.  The second 

proposal is asking for support for 

the MFS Project Officer position. 

 

 

The MFS / Tablelands 

Benchmarking Group held their 

third session on the 27th of May at 

the Murdoch shearing shed.  

Sandy McEachern (Holmes & 

Sackett) presented a case study 

of the Murdoch’s farm business 

drilling down into each enterprise 

and analyzing profit ($/ha) against 

livestock and crop farm averages. 

John Murdoch describes his 

motivation behind joining the 

group as…. 

 

“The benchmarking group is a great 

motivator for keeping a business 

focus on our farming enterprise, it 

healthily challenges our assumptions 

within our enterprise, and Sandy 

facilitates fantastic peer discussion 

while adding his own industry 

insights. It was of huge value to have 

Sandy and MFS host a field day at 

our property.  Sandy cast an 

independent eye over our enterprise 

and flagged potential areas for 

improvement and/or further detailed 

analysis. The take home messages 

that came out of the group for our 

enterprise was the need to look at 

simplifying our enterprise, re-affirming 

our program of Lucerne based 

pasture improvement and managing 

our winter stocking rate.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

WHATS BEEN GOING ON - 2015 
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Sandy McEachern addresses the benchmarking group, covering capital expenditure issues as well as the Murdochs farm 
business. 

 

MLA Legume Project update… 
 
The legume trial plots at Gaerloch and Sth Bukalong were assessed in early June 2015 for their re-establishment 

performance from the 2014 sowings (Gaerloch trial sown in April 2014 and Sth Bukalong in Sept 2014). 

 

Bent grass infestations continue to be a challenge at the Gaerloch site but French Seradella was the stand-out 

legume in terms of re-establishment (see photo and graph below).  Re-establishment of legumes at the Sth 

Bukalong site has been poor, attributable partly to the dominance of the pre-existing cocksfoot pasture base and 

the lack of significant grazing pressure to open up the canopy and reduce competition. 
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French Seradella re-establishment - Gaerloch site 

 
Second Sowing in April 2015 of legumes at Sth Bukalong 

 

The Sth Bukalong site will be slashed and heavily 

grazed over the remaining winter months to promote 

establishment of the treatment legumes coming into 

spring. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 NSW Grasslands Conference July 15th & 

16th Goulbourn 

 MFS AGM 2nd of September  – 

Benchmarking presentation 

 Dual Purpose Crops Field Day – August 6th 

– CSIRO Ginninderra Experiment Station, 

Canberra 

 

The MFS 2015 Member Survey will be sent to 
members shortly.  This is a short, simple survey 
and if completed will result in a $30 discount on 
your 2016 MFS membership.  It is vital we have 
tangible information regarding the impact and 
scale of MFS as a member group, and how we 
represent the Monaro. 

 

        

  

    

 

WHATS COMING UP - 2015 


