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DRAFTING STARTED AT GAERLOCH FOR THE MFS 2015 WETHER TRIAL  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

MLA Legume Trial  

This trial is entering its second 

year with biomass assessments 

well under way at both sites.  

Assessments for 2015 will be 

carried out in May/June and again 

in November 2015 including feed 

quality. 

 

This year will provide results on 

how the legume mixes perform 

under grazing pressure and also 

their germination performance 

from seed banks and persistence 

abilities.   

 

At the Sth Bukalong site, the 

stand out species (back in Nov 

2014) included Biserrula and 

French Serradella.  To add more 

data sets for these legumes, a 

second trial was sown on the 

6th of March 2015 below the 

existing trial site.   

 

This trial aims to see whether 

sowing time has any impact on 

the performance of these legumes 

with a second sowing to take 

place in late April 2015.  The  

 

 

species in this second trial 

include; 

 French Serradella 

 Biserrula 

 Gland Clover 

 Bladder Clover 

 GT Lucerne 

 Antas subclover 

 

Results will be distributed to 

members as they come to hand 

and will show the productive 

capacities of these pasture mixes 

at critical times of the year. 

Belinda Hackney (the researcher 

supervising this Project) will give a 

presentation regarding this trial at 

the upcoming MLA Pasture 

Update to be held in Nimmitabel 

on the 7th of May 2015. 

 

 
Contractor Tony Thistleton sows the 

2
nd

 trial at Sth Bukalong, March 2015 

 Update on the MLA legume 

trial 

 Introducing MFS Trainee 

Kelsey McDonald 

 Wether Trial – 2015 

 Inside the Board Room 

 What’s Coming Up 

 

 
Biserrula legume plant showing seed 
pods forming.
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Project updates… 
 

 

Introducing 2015 MFS Trainee Kelsey 
McDonald. 
 

Kelsey, a local girl from Bunyan, near Cooma started 

her traineeship with MFS in February 2015.  She was 

the successful candidate of approximately 17 

applicants of which a shortlist of five locals were 

interviewed. 

Kelsey completed her Year 12 last year at Monaro 

High and was attracted to the traineeship to try and 

build on her practical skills in Agriculture.  With a 

shearer as a father, she already had experience in 

shearing and crutching sheep and a head start in 

several other areas of farm work.   She has already 

worked on several properties including Coolringdon, 

Gaerloch, Finchley, Tintagel PC, Idaho, Sherwood 

and Bellevue with very positive feedback. 

Kelsey has been welcomed by all her “host” 

employers and appreciates the many different ways of 

doing things she has been shown to date.  She has 

helped with crutching, drenching, mustering cattle, 

drafting and rouseabouting.  Kelsey hopes to perhaps 

get work in the pastoral industry further North next 

year and then return to the Monaro to continue 

working in the rural community.  The only slight 

challenge she finds is the amount of travel involved in 

getting to some of the properties but has a good base 

in both Cooma and Bombala. 

        

Craig Mitchell who was the main initiator of this 

program back in 2012, reminds us all that the focus of 

this program is not so much about the work the 

trainee does.  “It is about training productive farmers 

for the future of agriculture on the Monaro”.  We need 

to “train the trainee to be the most productive and 

efficient worker that he or she can be”.  One of the 

major challenges facing all farm businesses is to gain 

a steady increase in efficiencies each year.  A major 

potential area for improvement is labour efficiency. 

An exert from a talk on Agriculture & the Environment 

Richard Taylor gave back in 2007 at a Rotary 

Function makes some relevant points on this issue;  

 

“Like it or not, as farmers or graziers, we are 

essentially commodity producers.  Like all commodity 

producers we have experienced a gradual decline in 

prices for our goods.  This decline is something like 

2% in real terms per year and is remarkably 

consistent for cotton, wool, meat and wheat. 

 

How do you run a profitable business in such an 

environment?  The answer is simple, if somewhat 

more difficult to implement.  You simply have to 

increase your productivity faster than prices are going 

down.  This recipe is followed by almost all successful 

primary producers, be they coal miners or cotton 

growers.  The sorry story in the wool industry, is that 

productivity gains have been going up at less than 

1%, much slower than the rate at which prices have 

been coming down, so the industry is gradually 

becoming less profitable.  Wheat farmers have been 

increasing productivity at an amazing 4 %, and over 

the last 30 years, cotton yields have doubled , from 

300 to 600 kg/ha. 

 

I see my major role in managing our farm business, is 

to focus on increasing the productivity of our 

operation.  We target increasing the productivity by 

7% per year, every year.  In 1990 when I came back 

to the Monaro, we were cutting 550 bales of 21 

micron wool.  We now cut 1000 bales with a clip 

average under 19 micron.  If we were still cutting what 

we were in 1990, we wouldn’t have a viable 

business.” 

 

MFS would like to thank RB Sellars once again who 

have supported the program for the 4th year running 

by providing Kelsey with work clothing worth over 
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$350.  AWI have also pledged to once again provide 

financial support ($1000) for Kelsey to attend the 

shearing school at Coolringdon in May so thank you 

to AWI and also to NSW Farmers (Cooma Branch) 

who have donated $500 towards the program for 

2015. 

 

 
 

 
Kelsey is helped to crutch by Jeremy Gotts at Gaerloch. 

 
Kelsey helps select wether weaners for the 2015 MFS wether trial. 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 
 
 

Monaro/Tablelands Benchmarking Group – 
2nd Session 

 
In February Charles Knight hosted the second 

benchmarking session with Sandy McEachern at his 

property near Gunning. Part of the groups strength is 

the willingness of participants to share how their farm 

system operates and Charles was an excellent host.  

 

Both he and the group explored farm practices that 

could lead to a more profitable business. 

 

This being the first year of the Monaro -Tablelands 

benchmarking, the group is relying on best practice 

comparisons from combined data in the Holmes 

Sackett database.  As the group accumulates more 

years it will provide valuable information for the region 

and industry. Thank you to South East LLS for funding 

the group information and we look forward to their 

continued support. 

 

The third and last group meeting will be held on the 

Monaro in May to look at a members farm system. We 

will then be looking for businesses to be involved in 

the 2014-15 financial year.  Oli Cay March 2015. 
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2015 Wether Trial about to kick off 
 

A second MFS merino genetic comparison trial will 

commence with the even up shearing on Monday 

the 20th April 2015.  This year’s event will be held at 

Caringo Shearing Shed.  Teams of wethers can be 

delivered to Caringo shearing shed yards on the day 

prior (Sunday) or early Monday the 20th April.   

 

For this trial, a total of 31 teams of 15 wethers are 

entered in the trial with a possibility of another 2 more.  

 

The teams include ten (10) from the Yass, Bookham, 

Gunning and Crookwell regions and twenty (20) 

teams originating from the Nimmitabel, Bombala, 

Dalgety, Cooma, Bungarby, Berridale and Jerangle 

regions.  One (1) team is coming from Alectown, near 

Parkes in NSW and perhaps one from Temora. 

 

Thank you once again to GLW our main trial sponsor 

as well as Phil Graham (NSW Agriculture) and 

Matthew Lieschke (SE LLS) for helping with drafting 

of the teams.  Thank you also to Allflex for donating 

both the flock tags and the electronic tags and to 

Bayer and Jurox for donating animal health products 

for the even-up shearing (lice and worm control). 

 

 
Charlie Hood selects his final 15 weaner wether team for 

the trial. 

 

 

    
 

 
Why be involved in wether trials? 
 

Wether trials provide benefits at a number of levels: 

 Gives individuals a robust benchmark of how 

their sheep perform compared to the local 

industry. 

 By combining the results from a number of 

trials, information about industry bloodlines is 

available to producers. (The latest combined 

bloodline analysis will be released by the end 

of 2014. This includes 10 years of trial data for 

the major bloodlines in the industry). 

 The information can be used to show basic 

relationships between traits which can help 

producers in decision about their breeding 

direction. 

 

 
Coolringdon select their final team to be entered in the trial 

following drafting by MFS, Nancy Spoljaric. 

 

 

 
Craig Mitchell drafts of his “tail” as permitted in the drafting 

guidelines before the main draft of his team by MFS, Nancy 

Spoljaric. 
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The MFS Board have had already had one meeting 

for the year and are preparing for their annual face to 

face meeting in Merimbula on May the 8th.   

 

Angus Hobson, Mike Stephens and Jono Forrest have 

been working on a MFS Board Paper – future focus 

and development options which will look at strategic 

directions for MFS for the future and how this 

organisation can stay relevant, focussed and viable in 

a future of increasing funding uncertainty.  This Paper 

seeks to highlight the relative strengths and 

weaknesses associated with MFS’ current operations, 

and perhaps more importantly considers some of the 

opportunities and threats in the future. 

 

60 farm business renewal memberships were sent out 

early in the year and over 90% have been paid to date 

indicating continued strong support for 2015. 

 

Currently all 2014 sponsors have renewed or 

indicated they will be continuing their support for MFS 

for 2015.  Denham has worked very hard to foster 

these relationships and also to continually approach 

new sponsors.   

At this August AGM Denham Williams tenure on the 

Board will be coming to a close and she will be 

looking for a replacement.  We will also be welcoming 

a new Chairman at the August AGM. 

 

 

 3rd Benchmarking Group session – May 15 

(date tbc) 

 MLA Pasture Update – May 7th Nimmitabel 

 Website Photo Competition – stay tuned 

 Working dog school – Jamie Barklay – 6th / 

7th June, Old Curry Flat, rsvp 

neelsvanzyl@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  IN THE BOARD ROOM 

WHATS COMING UP - 2015 
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