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Winter Field Day – 10th June

In this issue

The following slides and comments are extracts from
Phil Grahams’ and Richie Taylors’ presentations.



Winter Field Day Wrap Up



Update on MFS legume trial



End of FY Business Health & Tax

th

Phil Graham, June 10 2016
Interesting facts:
1. The proportion of properties on the Southern
tablelands in which Barbers Pole are active has
increased from 10% to 50% over the last ten
years. The reasons for this are unclear, though it
does appear barbers pole are adapting to the
local climate.
2. Drench testing indicates that Barbers Pole is
commonly resistant to the mectin drenches.

Review – Boyce


MFS Update
 MFS receives $53,100 in funding grants
 4 “Weatherzone” weather stations ready
for installation
 Legume Nodulation Survey to start in Spring
 Farm Transition Forum “Two”
 ANU Alliance
 Sire Evaluation Trial for the Monaro?

I have looked at the impact on farm profits from
different death rates in weaners. For the merino
enterprise I used a base death rate of 5% between
weaning and 12 mths and 2% for the merino ewes
all joined to terminals. I then increased the death
rate by 4 or 8% and the impact is given as a
percentage drop in farms profit/ha. In the merino
enterprise this does not account for the slight loss of
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genetic gain due to a lower number of maiden ewes
being available.
Weaner deaths are usually a combination of worms
and nutrition but with barbers pole it could be directly
due to worm burden. It is fair to say that some
properties on the Monaro in 2016 lost more than the
8% increase that I have listed here.
This impact is coming from the loss of sale animals
and wool.

coming months due to the enormous egg laying
capacity of this type of worm.
Anecdotal evidence also suggests closantel (the
only LA chemical registered to control BP) is losing
its effectiveness over the longer term and the
protection period is getting shorter and shorter.
Drench
tests
1

4 samples Triguard

0 epg

2

3 Samples Combination
(white/clear)

1366 epg
average

3

Mectin

140 epg

*This Table shows the number of eggs per gram detected
in faeces following 10-14 days post drenching with that
particular drench. Because of the time frame between the
tests, we can interpret the data as a “drench resistance”
test.

Richard Taylor, June 10th 2016
MFS Worm Club early results..already telling a story.

Two of three drench checks demonstrated
resistance to the drenches used. It is critical when
doing a drench check that samples are collected 1014 days post drenching. It is also highly
recommended that samples are taken pre
drenching, so that the extent of reduction in egg
count can be quantified.
The MFS Worm Club database currently has 124
samples from properties spread across the Monaro.
It is hoped this will grow to several hundred over the
coming spring and summer period and give
members a clearer picture of the severity of worm
burdens and an early warning alert for the summer
period (especially for barbers pole).

MFS Legume Trial - Bombala
Kyleston Site

The relatively high egg counts over summer and
autumn indicates we will go into spring with high
levels of pasture contamination, so late winter/spring
worm control will be critical to avoiding disasters.
One of the key messages was the importance of
doing a worm test in late winter with a larval
differentiation to see if there are any barbers pole
(BP) eggs present. Even a BP count of 10% at this
time of year translates to a serious burden in the

Arrowleaf – spring sown
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Establishment Counts – November 2015

Seeding Assessment – 13th January 2016 for Spring sown plots

Plants/m2
Arrowleaf

113

Santorini YS*

67

Casbah BS**
Bartolo
bladder clover

167

Gland Clover

69

Arrowleaf

36

Kg seed / Seeds/m2
ha
0
49

Santorini YS

94

105

Casbah BS
Bartolo
bladder clover

76

70

79

60

Gland Clover

27

14

*YS – yellow serradella
**BS - biserrula
The “spring” trial site was sown on the 16th of September 2015 at a rate of 10kg/ha with DAP @ 100kg/ha and
alosca inoculant (10kg/ha). The site had a one and a half year spray fallow history.
The summer plots were sown on the 3rd February 2016 (unscarified seed) and the autumn sown plots (scarified
seed) sown on the 4th May 2016. Sowing rates varied from 15-30 kg/ha and all legumes were sown with alosca
and DAP @ 100kg/ha. Avila Yellow Serradella, and Margurita French Serradella were added in to the summer
and autumn sow.
The summer sown and autumn sown plots are to be assessed in July 2016.

Spring Sown

Summer Sown

Autumn Sown
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Gaerloch site
Below are the feed quality test results for this site which were collected in November 2015;

15.0

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

MJ/kg DM

13.0
11.0
9.0
7.0
5.0

1

2

5
Treatment
ME

6

Percent Legume

Green Herbage Metabolisable Energy

7

Percent Legume

Treatment 1
0.5kg Phalaris, 0.5kg Fescue, 3kg Perennial Ryegrass, 6kg Sub Clover, 0.5kg White Clover
Treatment 2
2kg Phalaris, 4kg Fescue, 9kg Sub Clover, 1kg White Clover
Treatment 5
2kg Phalaris, 4kg Fescue, 7kg French Serradella, 3kg Gland Clover
Treatment 6
2kg Phalaris, 4kg Fescue, 7kg Biserrula
Treatment 7
2kg Phalaris, 4kg Fescue, 3kg Gland Clover, 3kg Balansa

There was little significant difference in green herbage ME and dry matter digestibility % between the treatments.
This site has been discontinued due to challenges of a bent grass infestation. Resources will be re-allocated to
the legume nodulation survey which plans to achieve the following;
1. Quantify nodulation status and occupancy of the Southern Monaro and identify a baseline for this region;
2. Evaluate the role of associative factors that affect nodulation such as soil pH, Soil P and S, root pathogens,
chemical applications, pasture age etc to to drive increased pasture production.

We now have approximately 50 sites spread across the Monaro from Adaminaby to Delegate which will be
sampled in October 2016. Data from the Central West survey recorded nodulation scores ranging from 0-8 where
4 is considered adequate. In the Central West NSW, 90% of sites had a score of <4 and 22% scored a score of
zero. It will be interesting to see how the Monaro compares.
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End of Financial Year Business Health and Tax
Review - Boyce
Here we are at the end of a fantastic year to be in
agriculture.
Producers should have all just finished meeting
their accountant to discuss business performance

June 2016

5) Primary production tax deductions
simplified – there are now outright
deductions available for any fencing and
water improvements constructed for
farming purposes and accelerated
deductions for fodder storage.
6) Recent budget wins for small businesses –

and also their likely tax position following this very

are you aware of what you can access and

productive year.

claim?
7) Are tax deductible superannuation

Following is a 12 point “Business and Tax

contributions an option for you? Should

Healthcheck” that should be covered in these

income be deferred or expenses brought

meetings.

forward?

1) Are Farm Management Deposits applicable
– these can be your “financial haystack”
whereby you can put aside income from
the good years for use in the not so good
years. And as we all know in agriculture,
these do come along. These can also have
application as part of your succession or
retirement planning strategy.
2) Is your business in the correct structure – not
just for now, but for your future business
needs? What is your succession plan?
3) Were you forced to sell any breeding stock
that you would usually have kept due to
lack of pasture or water? Yes we have all
had rain now, but think back a few months
to Feb/March/April when the outlook was
not so positive. If you sold these stock due
to insufficient pasture then the ATO may
have provisions in place to help you in this
situation.
4) Primary production averaging – primary
producers pay tax on a 5 year rolling
average. This system was put in place to
take out the troughs and peaks of the rural
income cycle. In good years such as this
(and hopefully next) the averaging system
can save significant tax.

8) Are your investments structured in the most
tax effective way? Are they in joint names?
Or should they only be in one of your
names?
9) Review your personal insurances – did your
situation change during the past 12 months
financially? More debt? Had children?
What would you or they do if you were
seriously injured at work? Perhaps it is time
to review these policies.
10) Your wills – no one likes to think about their
mortality – but are you leaving your assets
where you want? Talk to your solicitor and
accountant – don’t just set and forget.
11) Is your bank finance structure relevant?
Fixed or variable?
12) Most importantly, how is your business
performing? Where can you improve?
Please contact Jono Forrest
(jforrest@boyceca.com) or one of the other Boyce
team members on 6452 3344 if you would like
more information.
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WHATS COMING UP IN 2016








MFS has recently won a funding grant for
$28,100 from the Department of Agriculture /
National Landcare program to boost the MFS Soils
Club. The majority of this money will go towards
subsidizing soil tests for members for the next two
years to strengthen the data base as well as try
and attract new farmers to join the soils club. The
$$ will also help fund key speakers for the annual
Soil Club presentations.
We have also received a further $25,000 from
South East LLS to boost our core projects. The
funding will be allocated as follows;
 $10,000 – 2 more soil moisture probes for the
Monaro on member properties (will make 3 in
total)
 $5,000 – Seasonal Outlooks
 $5,000 – Soil tests for the MFS Soils Club
 $5,000 – Graz Prophet modelling work for a
“finishing systems project”
MFS recently spent two days with Shane
Prendergast from Weatherzone, visiting and
testing four (4) sites to install weather stations and
a lightning tracker. These units will be installed on
“Muniong”, “Woburn”, “Highland Grange” and
“Delegate Station” in a plan to improve local
forecasting.
MFS in collaboration with NSW DPI are planning a
follow-up Farm Transition Forum 2 to be held in
Cooma on Friday the 12th of August. This Forum
will include again a panel of experts in the areas of
accounting, finance, legal and leasing
arrangements. This Forum aims to offer more
specific, targeted advice to those looking to enter
or exit farming and will give the opportunity for
participants to have direct, one-on-one sessions
with their nominated expert. Some of the speakers
include Jim Symons, Jono Forrest, Brendan
Cockerill, Peter Muirhead, Jim Buckley,
representatives from Rabo and Stockbank and will
be facilitated by Mike Stephens (Meridian
Agriculture) and Ted O’Kane (NSW DPI).

My Farm, Your Business
My Business, Your Farm
Because land owners don’t
have to be farmers and farmers
don’t have to be landowners
MFS is holding an interactive
workshop to further explore
business models which allow
the current owners to keep their
land but allow someone else (
family or not related) to buy
into and take over the farming
business.



MFS will be holding their Spring field day / AGM on
the 13th of September in Nimmitabel. This day
will include a benchmarking presentation by
Holmes & Sackett, a spring seasonal outlook
(GrazProphet) and a presentation of the “finishing
systems modelling” for the Monaro looking at the
profitability of finishing stock on various pastures.



MFS welcomes 3 new members to MFS, Sarah
Woodhouse and Bill Brewis from Murranumbla,
Simon and Kris King from Muniong and Rob Scott
as Manager of Bolaro Station. This brings our total
membership for 2016 to 60 farm businesses.



MFS also welcomes Elders Cooma and Landmark
Bombala as new sponsors for 2016. We look
forward to working together in the future.



MFS has been approached by the ANU Fenner
School to discuss options for an alliance which
would increase their capacity in farming system
modelling in collaboration with the CSIROs
AusFarm (GrassGro) team.



MFS meet with intrested producers in Cooma on
the 13th of July to discuss a plan to run a Sire
Evaluation Trial on the Monaro. If it proceeds it
would involve approximately 10-15 sires,
commence in 2017 and aim to objectively asses
influential merino sires under Monaro conditions
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