
Pasture forecasts

• Are based on a GrassGro model using local soil type, weather, typical 
pasture for the area. These were built by Doug.

• The details are on the site at the top of the expand pasture data.

• The pasture and livestock projections are based on the weather from 
1990 to 2019.

• A GrassGro farm system will never be an exact copy of a 
property/site. You have more flexibility in your decisions.

• In my view you are looking for trends rather than absolute figures.
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There are videos in this section  to help you work around the site
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Look at the slope of the line

The steeper the slope the stronger are the “growing conditions” either good or bad, 
that is very positive or low risk if it is up and the reverse if feed is disappearing 
rapidly. The same thinking applies to the black and  coloured lines.
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This is Ando, compare when the red and blueline starting pulling apart vs the next 
slide.
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For this site there is about another 1 month before the red and blue pull apart. This 
means there is a lower risk at this site. This soil is storing more moisture which can 
counter act dry conditions. The difference “patterns” between sites is driven by soil 
type.and rainfall.
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Average of the last 3 days compared to the last 30 yrs

The model has a soil moisture balance which is a major driver of pasture growth. This 
graph shows the average of the last 3 days (red dot) against data from the last 30 
years for the same 3 days over history.
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Waterlogging

This is the Bookham site. Look at the moisture details on the right, red dot well above 
the 30 year data, meaning it is very wet. The black lines is tracking down due to the 
waterlogged soil at this site. It has recorded 20 days consecutive rainfall.
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You can get 2 lots of information about soil moisture on the site. The probe graph 
shows you where the moisture is in the profile and how it has changed over the last 
year. The model moisture data tells you how the current values compare to 30 years 
of history. Both lots of information has value.
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Just remember at this site the probe is buried 10 cm deeper, so add 10 cm to the 4 
depth values above. At this site we get no information about the moisture content in 
the top 17.5 cm of soil.
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I think the important info is the trend and likelihood of having to act to protect 
ground cover.
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In the probability graph at the bottom the wider the spread the bigger the risk in 
potential livestock performance.
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Check with the model data at the top of the page.

The lines stop because weaned progeny become yearlings at the lambing date and so 
are not recorded any more. You need to check the details of each site to make sense 
of the data displayed. At most merino site on the Monaro the wethers are sold at 
weaning so there will be no data for most of the year.
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Work still needed in the FF which will be done.

• Ewe condition/fat score

• Weaner supplementary feeding amounts

• The ewe CS is causing some issues (over estimating) with the last 
graph on supplement fed.
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Check how your property compares to the gridded data

The small mm values  in the blue box on the right are the monthly and yearly 30 
average  for the gridded data at this site. You should check to see how this compares 
to your property. Are you dyer or wetter than the grid data.
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Bukalong
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The % correct relates to the “Y” over the last 23 
years for the planning period displayed at the start 

Actual   

Predicted

Dry Average Wet

Dry Y C X

Average C Y C

Wet X C Y

The data is presented in terciles (split into 3 groups, wet. average , dry). If the 
predicted and actual are the same it is correct or a Y in the table above. So the % 
comments on the previous slide relates to have many times, for this time period of 
the last 23 years has it been correct or a Y.
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Correct forecasts occur             % of the time for 
these 3 months

Ando 50% Delegate 30%

Bibbenluke 50% Maffa 29%

Bukalong 50% Mila 31%

Bungarby 37% Muniong 47%

Coolrington 36% Nimmitabel 37%

Countegany 25% Tidbinbilla ACT 78%

This show s the % correct values for all MFS for the Aug to Oct period. The highest 
value for all site is in the ACT.
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Click on more details on the front page of the MFS web site to get the worm club 
data.
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June   14 samples
Aug       2 samples

Key message , do you know if you have barber pole worms in your sheep now? It is 
these worms that will cause the build up during spring and problems over summer. 
Act now!
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April 2018

This drench resistance data is from MFS members. Make sure you use a product that 
is effective.
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